
COOK, WILLIE EDWARD 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Seaman 

Royal Naval Reserve H.M.S. "Cressy." 

Age: 30 

Date of Death: 22/09/1914 

Service No: 3171C 

 

HMS Cressy 

During the early months of World War 1 the Royal Navy maintained a patrol of old Cressy class armoured 

cruisers, known as Cruiser Force C, in the area of the North Sea known as the Broad Fourteens. There was 

opposition to this patrol from many senior officers, including Admiral Jellicoe and Commodores Keyes and 

Tyrwhitt, on the grounds that the ships were very vulnerable to a raid by modern German surface ships and the 

patrol was nick named the "live bait squadron". The Admiralty maintained the patrol on the grounds that 

destroyers were not able to maintain the patrol in the frequent bad weather and that there were insufficient 

modern light cruisers available. 

In the early hours of September 20th 1914 the cruisers HMS Euryalus, HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS 

Cressy were preparing to go on patrol under Rear Admiral Christian in Euryalus. Normally the patrol was under 

command of Rear Admiral Campbell in HMS Bacchantes but he was absent so Christian helped fill the gap 

although he had other duties. The weather was too bad for destroyers to be at sea and unfortunately Euryalus 

had to drop out due to lack of coal and weather damage to her wireless, Rear Admiral Christian had to remain 

with his ship rather than transfer to another ship as the weather was too bad to transfer. He delegated command 

to Captain Drummond in Aboukir although he did not make it clear that Drummond had the authority to order 

the destroyers to sea if the weather improved, which it did towards the end of September 21st. 

 

Otto Weddigen                                                                         U9 



Early on September 22nd 1914 the German submarine U9 under the command of Commander Otto Weddigen 

sighted the Cressy, Aboukir and Hogue steaming NNE at 10 knots without zigzagging. Although the patrols 

were supposed to maintain 12-13 knots and zigzag the old cruisers were unable to maintain that speed and the 

zigzagging order was widely ignored as there had been no submarines sighted in the area during the war. 

U9 manoeuvred to attack and at about 6.25 AM fired a single torpedo at Aboukir, which stuck her on her port 

side. Aboukir rapidly suffered heavy flooding and despite counter flooding developed a 20 degree list and lost 

engine power. It was soon clear that she was a lost cause and Captain Drummond ordered her to be abandoned, 

although only one boat had survived the attack so most crew had to jump into the sea. At first Drummond 

thought that Aboukir had been mined and signalled the other two cruisers to close and assist but he soon realised 

that it was a torpedo attack and ordered the other cruisers away, but too late. 

As Aboukir rolled over and sank, half an hour after being attacked, U9 fired two torpedoes at HMS Hogue that 

hit her amidships and rapidly flooded her engine room. Captain Nicholson of Hogue had stopped the ship to 

lower boats to rescue the crew of Aboukir, thinking that as he was the other side of Aboukir from U9 he would 

be safe. Unfortunately U9 had manoeuvred around Aboukir and attacked Hogue from a range of only 300 yards. 

The firing of two torpedoes affected the trim of U9 which broke the surface briefly and was fired on by Hogue 

without effect. 

It only took Hogue ten minutes to sink as U9 headed for HMS Cressy. Cressy, under Captain Johnson, had also 

stopped to lower boats but got underway on sighting a periscope. At about 7.20 AM however U9 fired two 

torpedoes, one of which just missed but the other hit Cressy on her starboard side, Cressy briefly firing on U9s 

periscope with no effect. 

The damage to Cressy was not fatal but U9 turned round and fired her last torpedo which hit Cressy sinking her 

within a quarter of an hour. 

Survivors were picked up by several nearby merchant ships including the Dutch Flora and Titan and the British 

trawlers JGC and Corainder before the Harwich force of light cruisers and destroyers arrived. Flora returned to 

Holland with 286 rescued crew who were quickly returned to Britain even though the neutral Dutch should have 

interned them. In all 837 men were rescued but 1459 died, many of which were reservists or cadets. 

He was the son of Harry M.  & Charlotte Cook, of Mount Pleasant, Rowhedge, Colchester; husband of B. G. 

Cook, of C. W. E. Cottage, Regent St., Rowhedge, Colchester, Essex.  The 1881 Census had shown his father as 

a Master Mariner living in Albion street at "Genesta Cottage". The1901 Census shows Willie Cook  aged 1born 

and  living East Donyland . Others are :- Henry Cook aged 7 , Thomas Cook aged 10  & William Cook aged 12  

born & living at Donyland . All listed as scholars. While, Cyril Cook aged 16  born & living at East Donyland, 

was working as a Carpenter & Joiner 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: 8. 

Cemetery: CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 



 

After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of commemorating those members of the Royal 

Navy who had no known grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where no permanent memorial 

could be provided. An Admiralty committee recommended that the three manning ports in Great Britain - 

Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each have an identical memorial of unmistakable naval form, an 

obelisk, which would serve as a leading mark for shipping. The memorials were designed by Sir Robert 

Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount of work for the Commission, with sculpture by 

Henry Poole. After the Second World War it was decided that the naval memorials should be extended to 

provide space for commemorating the naval dead without graves of that war, but since the three sites were 

dissimilar, a different architectural treatment was required for each. The architect for the Second World War 

extension at Chatham was Sir Edward Maufe (who also designed the Air Forces memorial at Runnymede) and 

the additional sculpture was by Charles Wheeler and William McMillan. Chatham Naval Memorial 

commemorates more than 8,500 sailors of the First World War and over 10,000 from the Second World War. 

OTHER MEMORIALS     Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE , LANGENHOE 

 


